
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
Message from the President 

Hello everyone 
We are so pleased that we have re-opened at last.  There will be some restrictions, however, as we have implemented a 
COVID-19 Safety Plan.  But visitors, members and volunteers are now welcome.  We have two exhibitions as well as our 
collection for you to peruse.  We are hoping that we will be able to re-start events soon.  We have more history and 
stories in this month’s edition to keep you entertained. 
 
Hope to see you soon at the Museum. 

Tony Spinks 

WE ARE OPEN! 

 

The Museum is now open! 



The Museum will be open to staff and volunteers from 9:30am to 4:00pm and to the 

general public from 10am to 3:30pm. 

Access to the Museum will be via the Smith Street entrance only as per our COVID-

19 Safety plan re-opening protocols. 
 

EXHIBITIONS 
  

 

The Museum currently has two exhibitions on display. 

Redland Poets Cornered has been extended until the 

end of July, 

and is located in the Dunn Wing.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Three Well Known Australians by 

artist Martin Shaw is on display until the 

13th July and is located in the Events 

room. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Francis Bigge, pastoralist and investor 

 
 
By Sylvia McGarry, volunteer. 
Europeans came from New South Wales and Victoria to settle in what is now Queensland in the 19th century.  These initial 
settlers were called “squatters”.  One of these squatters was Francis Edward Bigge (1820-1915). 

Francis came from a distinguished family of landowners in Northumberland, England.  He married Elizabeth Barbara Ord, 
the daughter of the Rev Thomas Ord, of Leicester, England, in 1857.  They had no children. 
Francis Bigge first came to Australia in 1839 and, with his brother Frederic,  established a cattle and sheep station and 
horse stud at Mount Brisbane transporting wool and other goods to Cleveland for shipping elsewhere.  He was elected, 
unopposed, in 1851 as a member of the New South Wales Legislative Council to represent the pastoral districts of 
Moreton, Burnett, Wide Bay and Maranoa.  In the 1850s, there was much agitation from graziers, pastoralists and others 
for the separation of Queensland from New South Wales.  Francis was an influential figure in this debate.  

 
With other squatters, he also advocated for Ipswich to be the capital and for Cleveland to be the major port.  His 
confidence in this happening was so great that he invested in Cleveland establishing a wool store (later a sawmill), 
cottages, a grand residence and infrastructure.  

In anticipation of expanded development, in c1851, Francis built a fine single-story residence in North Street, later 
extended and now called the Grandview Hotel. Its original name was Cleveland House.  But development did not 
eventuate, and it was closed for 4-5 years.  In 1855, Francis leased the building to John Vincent Cassim who named it 
Cassim’s Family Hotel and Boarding House and operated it for 5-6 years. By 1862, Bigge’s house was leased to publican 
William Rae who re-named it Brighton Hotel.  Andrew and Mary Goodall were in charge of the property from 1869 and 



bought it in 1878.  In the 1890s, they added a second story to the building and, in 1910, it was re-named the Grand View 
Hotel.  The Goodall-Singh family retained ownership until 1936. 

In 1853, Francis Bigge built, at Paxton Street, a cottage for his workers.  This cottage is now the Courthouse Restaurant.  In 
1859, he rented the cottage to the Commissioner of Police as the residence, courthouse and lock-up for the district 
police.   The wife of Francis Bigge, Elizabeth, is said to still wander in the building. 

John Dunmore Lang (1799-1878), a Scottish born member of the New South Wales Legislative Council, an advocate for a 
separate colony, visited the district in 1854.  He reported that all the recently erected buildings were empty.  He then 
renamed the key structures: 
·         Bigge’s Folly – Grandview hotel 
·         Bigge’s vacuum – “a well built, substantial, capacious store” 
.         Squatters’ mistake – Cleveland. 

Francis was a popular sportsman in the 1840s and 1850s and particularly enjoyed horse racing. He was the inaugural 
president of the North Australian Jockey Club at Ipswich.  He demonstrated his contempt for the Brisbane Race Club by 
entering a bay gelding renamed Dirty Brisbaneite in the first Ipswich Cup in 1850 and won third prize. 

After the creation of the new Colony of Queensland in 1859, Francis was elected to the first Queensland Legislative Council 
from 1860 to 1873. But his dream of Cleveland becoming a major port did not eventuate.   He returned to England but 
retained a love of all things from Queensland.  He died, aged 95 years, at Torquay in England. 

References: 
www.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Queensland 
www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Edward_Bigge 
The Battle of the Port by Leonie Swift at 
https://redl.sdp.sirsidynix.net.au/client/en_AU/search/asset/1003993/0 
www.trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/21785217 
  

A PORT FOR CLEVELAND? 
By Ray Rowe, volunteer. 
Around 1852, pastoralists hoped to have a port at Cleveland for transporting their goods, so it was decided to build a jetty 
at Cleveland Point. They built a jetty of rock but there were problems from the start when it was continuously damaged by 
the weather, so a timber jetty was built to replace it in 1861 which went in the direction of Ormiston. 

The first long public jetty was built in 1866 and this jetty was also frequently damaged by South Easterlies.   In 1887, it was 
replaced with another jetty which was further around the point on the western side where it would be in the lee of the 
land.  This jetty was demolished in 1978. 

Even though the Brisbane River would have been ideal for shipping, the river was too silted for deep draught vessels and 
there was a solid bar across the river mouth. 

As a matter of interest, Luggage Point was named because it was from here that passengers and their luggage were 
transferred to the anchored ship's boats to board another vessel on the upstream side of the bar. 

The problem remained that the shallow approaches to a port at Cleveland would always be a concern.   Just about all 
Redlanders would know the story of Governor Gipps and the mud. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Above left: 1866 jetty (Source: John Oxley Library)    Above right: 1887 jetty (Source: John Oxley Library)   

 

 
Left: Paxton Street jetty with Old Cleveland Courthouse (Source: John Oxley 

Library) 

 

 

 

 

 
The Brisbane River mouth bar had only 5 feet of water over it, but was relatively deep on both sides.  A dredge was 
acquired and the solid bar was removed, with the spoils going for reclamation purposes.  This definitely sealed the fate for 
a port at Cleveland. 

Left: The 1887 jetty - photo taken c1910 (Redland Museum e-hive Object No. 
P00001) 
 
The Paxton Street jetty, built around 1951, was used by trawlers to unload 
their catch for the Cleveland fish markets.  It was also used by the ferry to 
Dunwich and the leprosy colony on Peel Island.  Sadly, this much-loved jetty 
was demolished in 1991. 

  

 
BOOK REVIEW 

 
 
By Tracey Mann, volunteer. 
This informative reference book is one of the many books in our museum library 
available for borrowing. It serves as an excellent source of knowledge of many 
museum objects as well as an enjoyable read. 

 
John Seymour’s introduction heroes the traditional housewife as a practitioner of 
a noble profession. She tackles the creation of her family’s home diligently and 
skilfully, and with love, which Seymour describes as the true basis of civilisation. 

 



In these recent challenging times, there has been a resurgence in some of these 
traditions, especially in food preparation where fresh ingredients reign, often 
grown in the home garden. 

The term "crafts" could more appropriately be referred to as "skills". There are 
many varied and informative chapters describing skills such as dairy processes, 
(no electricity) and soap making, and the long and tedious task of converting 
molasses to clarified sugar. 

Other practical and decorative craft stories to pique a readers’ interest include 
wine and cider making, bee keeping, furniture making, intricate lace making, 

and tales involving eating and dining rituals. 

No historical homemaker book would be complete without a great ‘water 
closet’ narrative (including Mr Crapper), and a ghostly and gruesome story 
about how mandrake plants may somehow be connected to the demise of 
possible criminals. 

If you are looking for something specific, particularly for research or 
guiding, then the comprehensive index covers everything from ale and 
beer making, to hussifs, to trivets and yolks. 

The illustrations make this book worthy of more than a casual perusing, 
showcasing decorative and practical wood stoves, personal warmers, gorgeous oil and spirit lamps, and a very unique 
1902 automatic tea making machine. 

A highly recommended traditional journey which adds to our museum experience. 

(Reference: Redland Museum e-hive Object No. L807) 
  

MANDER BROS GARAGE 
Reginald John Mander (1913-1983) opened the Mander Bros Garage in Bloomfield Street, Cleveland, in 1939.  It was 
located in the then new shopping centre at Raby Bay opposite the now Redland City Council offices.  It was a multiple 
branded independent garage with petrol from Mobil – Plume, Caltex – Texaco, Shell, COR (Commonwealth Oil Refineries – 
later known as Ampol).  Servicing motor vehicles was a major part of the business.  The business closed in 1972 after over 
33 years.  It was replaced by a shopping arcade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

Above:  Redland Museum e-hive Object No. P01285 



The building next door to the garage was the Banks Transport Depot (owner Gordon Banks) and the following business 
was Cleveland Electrical Supplies – Radio & Electrical Sales and Service.  Reg Mander was the uncle of Ian Banks, husband 
to Jan Banks, Redland Museum volunteer.  Gordon Banks was Ian’s father. 

William (Pop) Mander, started a transport business in the Redlands in the early 1930s and called it “W. Mander and Sons 
Carriers” for his two sons, Gordon and Reginald. The inter-war period saw the arrival of private carriers who offered 
Ormiston farmers an alternative to the train to transport their produce to market. One of the earliest carrier services was 
provided by Bill Manders of Wellington Point, who would transport produce all the way to Brisbane where it would go to 
either the Brisbane or the Sydney market. As well as saving the farmers an enormous amount of time, it also meant that 
40 years later when the Brisbane-Cleveland rail service ended, farmers were well accustomed to using road transport 
rather than rail. 

In the late 1930s the two brothers wanted to try something else, so William Mander sold the transport business to Gordon 
Banks and the business name changed to Banks Transport.  Gordon Allan Mander (1911-1981), Reginald’s brother, started 
a green grocery shop next to the Sands Hotel and Reginald started the garage in Bloomfield Street. 
(References: Redland Museum e-hive; Places of the Redlands: Ormiston by Tracy Ryan) 

 
Above:  Staff at Manders Garage – from left, Merv Green, Mal Johnston, Ian Banks, Col Corbet, Bill Stewart, Mrs Sykes, Noel 

Sykes, Reg Mander. (Redland Museum e-hive Object No. P01856) 
  

25 May 2020 
Sandra Davis, Redland Museum volunteer, on 25th May 2020, conducted an oral interview with Mr. Malcolm Johnston at 
his home in Sheldon. This gentleman started work at Mander Brothers Garage in Bloomfield Street, Cleveland, in 1948 at 
the age of 15 years. He did his apprenticeship as a motor mechanic here, working with Reg Mander, Ian Banks and several 
others until 1960, when he left to work with Merv Hurford, who operated the Golden Fleece garage at Ormiston and was 
also an agent for Toyota. 

During the interview Malcolm described the appearance and layout of the Mander Brothers garage, the various jobs he 
performed there and his fellow workers. In addition to this, he and his wife, Marion, presented an interesting insight into 
the social history of the Redlands from 1940 to the present day. 

 



Below photo:  Malcolm and Marion Johnston.  Malcolm is holding the photo of the eight staff at the garage, taken in 1952. 
Malcolm is second from left.  Marion is holding the plaque awarded to Malcolm for his company, confidence and 
mechanical expertise during the Austin A30 journey around Australia in November, 2001. 
  

 

  

LAUNDRY 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Laundry 
 
In the ancient world, garments were typically beaten over rocks, scrubbed with abrasive sand or stone and pounded 
underfoot or with wooden implements.  A tiring method still practiced today in many areas. 
The Romans placed importance on hygiene and physical appearance and clothes cleaners became indispensable, but they 
washed in human urine.  Although revolting by our standards today, the urine contained ammonia which was a cleaning 
agent. This method was also practiced in Medieval Europe. 

 
The Industrial Revolution in the 19th century brought washboards and soap.  Washing clothes in the late 1800s was a 
laborious task.  First, the clothes were soaked overnight.  The next day clothes would be soaped, boiled or scalded, rinsed, 
wrung out, mangled, dried, starched and ironed, often with steps repeating throughout.  In these Victorian times, Monday 
was wash day, the logic being that there was plenty of time for the clothes to be dried, pressed, aired and folded before 
Sunday when people went to church. 
Technological and scientific advances led to the first electric washing machine in 1908 and the first automatic washing 
machine in 1951.  Today, the washing machine is the mainstay of the modern home. 
(Reference: https://thescrubba.com/blogs/news/how-people-used-to-wash-the-fascinating-history-of-laundry) 

 
Living Display of Redland Museum's laundry 



GARRETT PORTABLE STEAM ENGINE 
 

By Sylvia McGarry, volunteer. 
In 1979, five members of Redland Museum (Norm Dean, his wife Ethel, 
Norm Austin, Cliff Dunn, and Robin Gay) left for Sutton Grange, Roma, 
where they purchased the Garrett portable steam engine and arranged for 
its transportation to the museum.   
(References: Redland Museum Object No. R00650 and Redland Museum – 
The First Thirty Years by Tracy Ryan) 
The steam engine was reminiscent of those used in the agricultural industries in the Redlands district. It was restored by 
Graham Chapman of Kallangar with funds from the Rotary Club of Cleveland.  

It was manufactured by Richard Garrett & Sons in c1900.  They made agricultural machinery, steam engines and 
trolleybuses at their Leiston Works, Suffolk, England. Richard Garrett founded the company in 1778 and it was run by him 
and his descendants until 1932. In the late 1840s, the company began producing portable steam engines and grew to a 
major business employing around 2,500 people. Richard Garrett III introduced flow line production – a very early assembly 
line - and constructed a new workshop for the purpose in 1852.  
(Reference:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Garrett_%26_Sons) 
 The museum’s Garrett steam engine was originally used at Weribone Station in 
the early 20th century.  Weribone Station was at that time a sheep property of 
26,000 hectares, at Surat, Queensland. The Australian wool industry developed 
significantly because of the Industrial Revolution and the invention of items like 
the steam engine.  By 1915 most large Australian sheep station shearing sheds 
had machines powered by steam engines.   The date of acquisition of the steam 
engine by Weribone Station’s owner/s is, however, not known. 

Thomas Simpson Hall (1808-1870), a grazier and one of the first settlers to the 
Maranoa, took up and occupied the first lease of Weribone Station in 1850.  As 
well as being a magistrate and prominent community member, he is also known 
for his initial breeding of Border Collie dogs with dingoes, forming Halls Heelers, 
later known as Blue Heelers, to control cattle.  (References: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halls_Heeler, adb.anu.edu.au/biography/hall-
thomas-simpson-3696) 
Left: Transporting the steam engine in 1979 (Redland Museum e-hive P01871) 
Below: Cattle yards and shearing shed at Weribone Station, c1929 (Reference: 
State Library Queensland) 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CORRECTION TO THE MAY 2020 EDITION OF RECOLLECTIONS 

In the article titled, Rufus King, by Ray Rowe, an error was made in transcription by the editors. The last sentence in the 
last paragraph should have read "...The bow was towed [not flown] to New Guinea where it was used as a military 
workshop." 

The Editors apologise for this error.
 

 

 

 
 

The editors, Sharon Vassallo and Sylvia McGarry, will endeavour to provide you with articles about items in our 
Collection and historical facts on the Redlands.  But we would like to hear from members.  What would you like for 
inclusion?  Do you have a story to tell?  

The newsletter will continue to be sent at the end of each month (except for December which maybe 

earlier). Editors can be contacted at recollections@redlandmuseum.org.au
 

 

 

 
Click the icon above to access our Facebook page! 

Whether you have a Facebook account or not, you can still view all the wonderful posts on Redland 
Museum's Facebook page! If you do have an account, don't forget to like our page! 

  

 

 
Redland Museum 

60 Smith Street  

Cleveland Q 4163 

P: 07 3286 3494 

E: admin@redlandmuseum.org.au 

W: www.redlandmuseum.org.au 

You are receiving this email because you are a Member of the Redland Museum 

   


