RECOLLECTIONS
R E D L A N D M U S E U M M O N T H LY N E W S L E T T E R

Harold and Maude Connolly’s golden wedding (or was
it silver?) anniversary was celebrated in style at our
Museum in a funny and very entertaining Australia Day
play. It ran from 22nd to the 31st January.

Here is a report from President Doug Alexander The Australia Day Plays have just ended for this year. Redland Museum
served around 740 meals over eight days. There were 493 guests, 17 cast
and crew and 42 working volunteers involved in the production of this
year’s comedy/musical play “Uncle Jack”.
MATES Theatre Genesis must be congratulated for producing such
polished performances and in particular I would like to personally
commend Director Chad Sherrin and our volunteers Kellie Kingston and
Ian Munday for their contribution. Wonderful music was
provided by a ladies group called Mama Juju.
Of our 42 volunteers special mention should go to Annabelle
Alexander and Barbara Matthews (catering), Jan Banks (Raffles),
Tony and Jan Spinks, Phil Robinson and Tracey Mann (almost
daily assistance in setting up and doing other multiple duties).
These volunteers spent an incredible number of hours at the
Museum during the plays.
More next page
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From previous page
To be fair, all volunteers involved are well worthy of
mention and should be heartily congratulated for their
efforts helping the Museum. You know who you are and
you can be very proud of your efforts.
These volunteers and their selfless generosity and happy
disposition make the Museum a great place to be involved
with.
I would also like to thank Kimberley and Sharon for the
time they gave to help the front office run smoothly. They
both volunteered their time out of hours and seemed to
thoroughly enjoy the interaction.
This event is our major fund raiser for the year and
although not as fruitful as last year (a stellar result) it will
probably be our second best year financially since the Australia
Day Plays have run.
We should also thank the organisations who generously
sponsored us namely J.J. RICHARDS & SONS and ROTARY
WELLINGTON POINT who provided the assistance of three of
their members.

Above photo: the final ‘curtain’ on Sunday 31st Below
photos: in the kitchen with some of our volunteers who
served meals, teas and alcohol and generally ran wild
preparing and serving tables, seating, raffles etc, etc, etc!
All tired but happy all went so well.

Library Lines February 2016

By Liz Blumson,
Honorary Librarian

Australia Day

There is a display of items from the Library in the Museum glass cabinets near to the main entrance.
The display highlights the books the Museum holds relating to our National Day.
(Cartoon sourced from
Parliamentary Education Office
http://www.peo.gov.au/learning/closer-look/federation-cl.html)

Toy Hall of Fame

Look out for new displays of Girls
and Boys Annuals –
“Boy: the Australian Boy
Annual” that were donated by Ken
Butler from Melbourne.

Chapel

Bibles and devotional books from the
Edith Blackburn collection are being
accessioned for
inclusion in the Chapel display.

From The
President
The Redland Museum has
been successful in receiving a
grant worth $2,300 from the Redland Foundation’s Ian
McDougall Memorial Trust. These funds will help finalize the
installation of wifi throughout the Museum. This technology
will provide internet access throughout the Museum and will
benefit school and community groups, affiliated partners,
visitors and tourists as well as staff and volunteers. Fifty
percent of the funding for this project will be from our own
self-generated funds.

volunteers will
participate in a MYOB
training course to be
held at the Museum.
This is to ensure that
we have the financial
knowledge to maintain
appropriate and consistent financial performance.

This calendar year, the management committee hopes to
complete, in consultation with our membership base, some or
all of the following: a complete review of our Constitution,
an updated business plan, a revised agreement with Council
on funding, a complete audit of our objects (stock take),
a centralized policy and procedures manual, a landscaped
courtyard around the blacksmith area, a new space where the
old toilets were and technology that is up-to-date and well
managed and a feasibility study of how a café would work for
the Museum.

The carpark work should be completed by the end of February
subject to weather and the transport slab has been finished.
These are handy improvements to the Museum space and
we would like to thank the Redland City Council for its help
producing these community assets.

On the 2nd March our administration staff and key financial

Doug Alexander.

There are many demands on our volunteers and staff but I
believe we all get a personal reward and satisfaction from the
effort we all put into our museum.

I can confidently say that Redland Museum is an efficient
and economic, continually improving institution. This is a
On the 13th February there will be a reception training
workshop conducted by Sylvia McGarry so new volunteers can direct result of the input from all our volunteers, members and
supporters.
feel comfortable in this role.

North Stradbroke Island Historical Museum wins a Queensland
Gallery and Museum award
Stradbroke Island Historical Museum said they were humbled
to win the award. “Stradbroke 100 was a substantial research
project, which only worked because so many families
contributed. It is also an ongoing project because more
information, stories and photographs have been uncovered
since the exhibition, which add to the project and contribute
further to our collective understanding of the past.”
The Stradbroke 100 project began from blank spaces
alongside the names of 13 men who had served overseas in
World War One listed on the Honour Board in the Dunwich
Hall.
By Cheryl Goodenough, Redland City Bulletin

Museum staff undertook a research project to connect with
family members of the service personnel and with families
with links back several generations to those living on the
Island from 1914 to 1918.

The North Stradbroke Island Historical Museum has won an
award for its research project Stradbroke 100: Remembering
North Stradbroke Islanders Overseas and at Home During the A total of 22 men, 14 of whom were Aboriginal, were
First World War.
identified and researched with personal stories of the men,
their recruitment, war service and resettlement documented.
The Museum won the category of ‘Engagement:
Organisations with Paid Staff’ in the 2015 Gallery and
Museums and Galleries Queensland executive director
Museum Achievement Awards (GAMAA).
Rebekah Butler said this year’s awards recognise a range of
inspirational people and projects.
The winners were announced at a gala event hosted by The
University of Queensland Art Museum on November 19.
“We commend all those nominated for their remarkable
Lisa Jackson and Elisabeth Gondwe from the North
achievements and contribution to the sector.”

New Displays for the Toy
Hall of Fame
By Ross Bower

Another four iconic toys have been
selected for induction into our
Australian Toy Hall of Fame early this
year. These were selected because they
have been much enjoyed by Australian
children over many generations. The
displays are currently being prepared,
and it is not too late to include your
photographs, toys or stories, if you can
get them to me soon. I have provided a
brief introduction to each below.

Kite
The earliest known kites date back more
than 2000 years. Though the exact origin
is debated, it’s believed kites were first
developed in China. The first kites were
constructed from common yet durable
materials, such as bamboo for the
framing covered by silk and paper. Kite
flying was eventually spread by traders
from China to Korea and across Asia
to India. Kites gained popularity very
quickly, and the word was gradually
spread to the Western World.
In 1295, European explorer Marco

Polo was among the first to document
the construction of kites and how to
fly them. By the 16th century, the
popularity of kites grew exponentially
because books and other literature
publicized kites as children’s toys.
As the 18th century approached and the
initial novelty of kites was wearing off,
kites were made useful in a new arena:
the field of science. In 1749, a Scottish
meteorologist named Alexander Wilson
used a kite with a thermometer attached
to measure air temperatures at 3000
feet. This marked the beginning of kites
aiding in the study and recording of the
Earth and weather forecasting by the
U.S. Weather Service. Three years later
in 1752, Ben Franklin conducted his
famous experiment designed to prove that
lightning was indeed electricity. Kites
were also instrumental in the research
and development of the Wright brothers
when building the first airplane in the late
1800s.
During the 1800s new kite designs
continued popping up everywhere,

including the tail-less diamond kite, the
tetrahedral kite, the flexible kite, the sled
kite, and the parafoil kite, which helped
to develop the modern hang-gliders.
For the past 200 years making and flying
kites has been a favourite children’s
activity. Kites could be easily made by
children, with simple, cheap and readily
available materials; including thin sticks
or canes, string, paper and glue. The
image of children flying kites has become
a much-loved part of our visual art and
literature.
The development of ultralight space-age
materials and innovative designs, the
future of kite flying is as bright as ever,
with the creation of stunt and power kites
designed to go faster and perform more
intricate tricks than ever before.

Redland City Council Australia Day Awards
Environment and Sustainability Award – Deirdre Hargreaves
From the Redland City Council News website

Environmental advocate Deirdre Hargreaves
is an enthusiastic and dedicated member of a
variety of community groups, she is currently
the co-ordinator of Friends of the Black Swamp
Bushcare Group, President of The Friends of St
Andrew’s and member of the Ormiston Garden
Club. Deirdre leads by example and has a unique
ability to inspire others. A founding member of
Friends of the Black Swamp group, the earliest
Bushcare group in the Redlands, she initiated a
number of key projects including the construction
of a boardwalk, viewing platform and signage.
Passionate and knowledgeable about bushcare,
Deirdre has worked with Redland City Council over many
years on a range of issues, including the most effective
means of controlling invasive weeds, new plantings, water
quality monitoring, flora and fauna surveys, and signage
wording. An active member of The Friends of St Andrew’s
for more than 40 years, Deirdre has devoted many hours
towards preservation of one of Queensland’s oldest churches
and has been unwavering in her pastoral role at St Andrew’s,

visiting the sick and arranging transport for those unable to
get to church or visit family in hospital. Deirdre has been
associated with Cleveland Meals-on-Wheels and is a life
member from 2013, after 35 years of service, volunteering
for double duty (and serving twice a month) for the past 15
years. A member of the Ormiston Garden Club for more
than nine years, Deirdre had a three-year term as President,
and has also volunteered at Redlands Museum for the past
10 years, working in the collections area once a week.

The Story of Our Smithy
and Blacksmiths
By Sandra Davis
In February, 2015, local chartered
building surveyor, Kevin Stone, who was
working on a photographic assignment
he was doing at the Brisbane College of
Photography and Art in Fortitude Valley,
approached one of our six blacksmiths,
John Hargreaves, with a request to
photograph the blacksmiths in action.
His request was granted and gradually
all six blacksmiths were captured for
posterity in 34 beautiful photos, all of
which Kevin very generously donated to our
Museum, including four very large ones.
In May, John approached me with a
suggestion that I prepare a folder for open
display in the Museum. I agreed to John’s
request and started work on the project on 5th June, 2015.
With much assistance from John, Kevin and the other five
blacksmiths, the folder was finally completed on 30th
November, 2015. Surely our group is most unusual and,
in fact, most likely unique.
Our blacksmiths are people of many different talents
and interests. John Hargreaves is a retired entomologist,
with an interest in small domestic pieces and beaten leaf
work. Paul Jones is a retired boilermaker and the senior
member of the group. He has a family background of
forge work and has an avid interest in working tools
and axes. Therese Woods is a member of the Medieval
Reenactment Group, Women in History, where she
appears as Black Agnes Randolph, a feisty Scottish lady
born in 1312. Her special interest in the smithing area is
the making of fibulae, the metal broochlike fasteners used
in ancient Greek and Roman times to fasten garments,
before the advent of buttons, safety pins, zips and Velcro.
Tim Veijalainen is a carpenter and restorer, with a special
interest in forging knives. The youngest member is Jason
Jarrett, a concreter, who became interested in smithing
after a chance conversation with a person linked to a
blacksmithing school at Pinkenba. Russell Dinte is a
retired electric welder and also a Vietnam veteran, a man
of many talents, as are the other four men.
In addition to the photos provided by Kevin and
the others, the folder contains images relevant to
blacksmithing taken from the cartoons, “Hägar The
Horrible” by Dik Browne and “Astérix and Obélix” by
French cartoonists René Goscinny and the late Albert
Uderzo.
The folder is intended to appeal to as many of our visitors
as possible. It will sit on a stand against the red wall at

the southern end of the main
wing. Above it will hang a large
framed photo from Kevin of
Tim and Therese hard at work
in our smithy. A sign made by Lance Delbridge will also
be displayed on the wall, showing the smithy’s location,
unknown to many of our visitors.

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS
AT THE MUSEUM
By Sandra Davis

For some
weeks prior
to Christmas,
volunteer Irene
Cole was very
busy working on
a nativity scene
to promote the
true meaning
of Christmas in
contrast to the
commercialism
often associated
with this event.
This involved
the purchase
of a display
cabinet, making
alterations to the
cabinet, then arranging the figures and the scenery to
illustrate the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. The result
was a true credit to Irene and a pleasure for our visitors
to view.
The cabinet was placed in the passage leading to the
B. & J. Berry Gallery. Next to it were the cane baskets
and ceramic jar, which created a nice Biblical type of
setting.

DVD records
Museum story
By Lyn Uhlmann - December 7, 2015, Redland City Bulletin

DREAMS: A NEW documentary DVD recording the history
of Redland Museum from the initial vision of one man to the
thriving, award-winning museum it is today has been produced
by museum volunteers Jim Gilbert and Norm J. Dean, both of
Cleveland.
Three years in the making, the project is dedicated to
museum founder the late Norm C. Dean (no relation to
Norm J. Dean).

The Museum has since grown to house a vast collection of
local history and is also home to Australia’s only Toy Hall
of Fame.

It documents the Museum’s story from the time when
Mr Dean, fearing the Redlands’ farming heritage would
be lost as development began creeping across the area in
the late 1960s, asked a local Rotary group to house some
historic farming equipment.

Mr Gilbert said the Museum was “truly Norm’s vision”
and the documentary, The Dream That Came True, is a
tribute to him and his foresight.
The double DVD set is available from the Museum shop
for $15.

on the Museum’s web site, and entering your email
An Update on Member Find Me box
address and your password.

and edit your account profile by clicking the Member Login

By Ross Bower (Past President)

In the November newsletter I introduced a new system
we are implementing to help administer our membership
records and improve communication with members. This
computer software system is called Member Find Me and
is generally known as an association management system
- that is, it is designed to help small to medium membership
based associations like us manage their activities. With
great support from Kim and Sharon, our system is now fully
implemented, with some future improvements planned.
One very useful feature is the event planning system. Most
of our members will already be familiar with this feature. It
allows us to plan and promote museum events and activities
on our web site, take bookings, and receive ticket payment
online, with very little effort. Previously this process was a
major headache and time waster for our admin staff.
Since we have just passed the 1st January membership
renewal date, we have seen how the system automates and
customizes the renewal and past due reminder notices, and
allows members to pay annual fees either on-line, or off-line,
as preferred. You should have all received your renewal
notices by now - so if you haven’t yet remembered to pay
your membership fee, please do so soon.
Another new benefit is the ability to apply and pay for
membership on-line. Already we have
received several new on-line membership
applications.
Within the system each member has an
account profile. This holds the information
about your name and address, phone numbers,
email address, join date, museum activities
you are involved in, what events you have
attended, and payments made. You can view

Planned future developments include an on-line museum gift
shop, with books, local crafts, mementos, and other Museum
items available for purchase.
Yes, I know that some of our members are not computer users.
Everything that the new membership system does on-line can
also be done the traditional way, by talking to the admin staff
at the Museum reception desk.

From the Editor
Another year and lots going on at the Museum.
Happy New Year to all members and friends of the Museum.
If you are contributing articles to this newsletter please keep
write them in shorter sentences and paragraphs, with bullets as
well to stress a point.
If you feel you are not very good at writing or struggle to
explain just send me the basis of your story and I shall do the
editing.
If you send a long story it may be edited down to fit. Please
supply your article in the body of your email or in an attached
Word document or PDF. Scans/digital versions of photos will
always be welcome.

Below recently seen in the Coffee News Cleveland

SNIPPETS

Organised group visits for February
Friday 12th Feb:
Redland College
- 9.30am – 58 students
Sunday 14th February:
Mini Owners Club Qld
– 10.30am – 20-30 people
– Devonshire Tea
Monday 15th February:
Burnie Brae Respite
– 11.00am – 15 people

Above: At the “Thank You to Redland’s
Volunteers” event before Christmas Sylvia
and Tracey volunteered to attend the table to
promote volunteering and also visiting and
attending events at the Museum.

As at
30 Dec

As at
31 Jan

Visitors

1444

1680

Page Hits

9492

10984

Tuesday 16th February:
Kingston State School
– 10.30am - 100 students

Tuesday 23rd February:
Marebello Victoria Pt
– 10am
– 20 people – Devonshire Tea

Wednesday 17th February:
Robertson State School
– 10am & 11.30am

Thursday 25th February:
Probus Brisbane – 11.30am
– 33 people

Page Likes

260

289

Post Reach

1066

1952

1096.15

1622.55

51

-

Adults

62

129

Children

57

100

Concession

75

179

282

365

Senior Groups

0

10

School Groups

0

18

Events

0

489

TOTAL

476

1290

While walking through the Cleveland Museum of Natural History
(in the United States) earlier this week, a spotted a toy VW Bug
was seen hidden amongst
a collection of taxidermied
beetles. Most likely the joke
of a good-humored curator,
visitors suggest museums
frequently hide objects like
this for observant patrons to
discover.
Don’t you love it.

HELP NEEDED
Denise and Sylvia have
been putting together
notations for exhibits and
need some help. If you have
computer skills they would
appreciate your input.

Facebook

Volunteer Hours
Russell Island
Visitors

Other

Friday 19th February:
Thornlands State School
– 10am
– 50 Yr 2 students

by Christopher Jobson on January 8, 2016

WEBSITE, FACEBOOK, VISITOR
AND VOLUNTEER
ACTIVITY FOR
DECEMBER/JANUARY 2015-16

Cleveland

Thursday 18th February:
Thornlands State School
– 10am
– 50 Yr 2 students

A VW Beetle Spotted in the Insect Collection

This month we welcome new volunteer
member Nina Lewis. We hope you have
many happy hours and many activities
with us Nina.

Website Activity

– 50 Yr 1 students/group

WANTED!

Bookends are needed for the Schoolhouse display at the Museum.
The photograph shows the way we display at the moment - not
quite in keeping with the
period.
So if you have some
bookends may suit better
please get in touch with
Kath or any member of the
Display Committee.
If you do not wish to receive this newsletter, please return this
email to the sender with the word ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line.

Raffle Report
January Dinner/
Play 2016
From Jan Banks
Well this year there were 54 prizes for
the Raffle so my lounge room floor
was covered again but I now have it
back! Although the numbers attending
the Dinner/Plays were down this year
we still had a very good response to
the raffles - raising the 2nd highest
amount so far. We took $1,839.80 and
had expenses of $134.55 making a
total profit of $1,705.25. Last year’s
profit was $2,169 with 9 performances
- whereas this year we only had 8
performances so I am very happy with
that result.
I want to thank all those who
supported the Museum Raffles
this year I wish everyone could be
winners! I also want to thank those
wonderful people who so generously
donated items for the raffle, they
were; Annabelle Alexander, Graham
Everson, Irene Cole, Bob Skinner and
Adele, Rick and Cecily Thomason
whose friend Rhoda donated so
many of the beautiful items, Anne
Tully, Kath McNeilly, Tracey Mann,
Phil Robinson who donated 2 of his
beautiful framed photographs and
May Sheppard who donated one of
her beautiful framed paintings.
Your contributions were greatly
appreciated and there were many
comments on the lovely prizes we
were able to offer and this of course
helped with the sale of the tickets.
I also want to thank the great people
who helped me with the ticket sales
and the draw – Anne Tully, Wendy
Boglary and Kath Mc Neilly were
with me on sales while Annabelle
Alexander, Sylvia MGarry, Jan Spinks
and Phil Robinson assisted me with
the actual draw. I must make a special
mention of Phil who has a special talent
when it comes to making a raffle draw
a fun experience, entertainment and
also increasing sales!
Also special thanks to Vicky

Macdonald and her musicians for
being so patient when we had to
interrupt their beautiful music with the
raffle draw!
I thought you might also be interested
to know that when I started doing the
raffles in 2009 I started by buying 6
bottles of wine per night and I think
we made about $600 that year. Since
then I have kept the totals and with this
year’s Raffle takings from the Dinner/
Play plus a few smaller Raffles I have

run at other times, we have now raised
a total of $11,413.45 (this total does
not include Irene’s Christmas Raffles)
so you can see your support is really
worthwhile and as it all goes to the
Redland Museum I guess we are all
winners!
I hope I haven’t missed anyone but
you have all been amazing and really
appreciated!
Thanks again everyone!

