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Museum Closed from 24th December and re-opening 3rd January 

Date Claimers 

Memberships due 1st January 2017 

Australia Day Plays from 26th January 2017 

General Meeting Tuesday 7th February 2017 

 

President’s Year in Review - 2016 
Hello members and volunteers 

Our Christmas party was fabulous – great company and delicious 

food.  It’s wonderful to catch up with the many “faces” of the 

museum. 

I thank all our members, volunteers and staff for their 

contributions throughout the year. We have all enjoyed our many events by assisting 

with our collection, arranging exhibitions and displays, catering for us and visitors or a 

thousand other tasks that keep the museum alive.   

I also acknowledge Redland City Council Mayor Karen Williams and Councillors for their 

continued support. This encouragement motivates us to improve the museum for the 

benefit of the community.  Thank you also to Andrew Laming, Member for Bowman, for 

his support and ‘shark tank’ funding for air conditioning in the Nook and Events room.  

It’s so COOL! 

Thank you to our many benefactors, including June Berry and Dan Holzapfel, and to the 

donors of our new artefacts. Sadly we lost three dedicated members this year – Harry 

Barker, Ed Hendy and Ron Flowers.   Our thoughts and prayers go to their families as 

well as to our members and their families who may be experiencing illness.   I hope you 

have a speedy recovery and are well soon. 

We have achieved much over the last 12 months.  Most importantly, as a group, we 

decided on a vision to guide us in our activities for the next five years or more.  

Vision Statement: To be a dynamic inclusive social history museum 

recognised as the living heart of our community
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Some of our achievements this year include:  

 - completion of a five year Business Plan  

 - a review of our constitution  

 - council funding for five years after this year 

 - a new collection database with access by the public  

 - a new computer system to take us into the future 

 - an increase in our community profile through articles in local papers 

 - numerous fund raising events 

 - poppies made by the  blacksmiths for the Ypres commemoration in Belgium 

 - exhibitions, displays, the printing mural, new printers 

 - the commencement of a new library 

 -  the purchase of a cow for a new dairy display (WATCH THIS SPACE) and 

the list goes on, much more…a huge achievement! 

Despite the work there has been lots of laughter and smiles with a great social 

atmosphere.  

The museum is truly a wondrous place.   

On behalf of the Management Committee I wish you all season’s greetings and hope you 

have a happy and safe holiday. Thank you everyone. 

Sylvia 

New Members 

Redland Museum welcomes new members Chris Johns, Bruce Smith, Keith Vidler 

and Alan Hill-Hartporter .Sylvia McGarry presented name badges to Secretary, 

Rick Thomason and our new members. Peter Adam has ably taken on the role as 

membership coordinator. 
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Volunteer Recognition  
Congratulations to our four nominees for the Greg Cooke Volunteer of the Year 

award, Peter Robertson, Barbara Matthews, Ken Hanson and Jan Banks. It was 

standing room only at the Donald Simpson Community Centre on National 

Volunteers Day, 5th December, for the presentation of the four final awards. 

Cheers were heard from the crowd and the strong contingent of museum 

supporters as Peter Robertson was announced the first recipient of one of the 

four major awards. Peter was also awarded $250 with another $250 going to the 

museum. Huge congratulations to our four amazing volunteers. The museum is the 

winner with the stalwart effort of all our volunteers. 

 

Archaeologist in Training 
Our eleventh work experience 

student, Elysia Brookhouse from San 

Sisto College, spent the week from 

28th November to 2nd December with 

us. She worked in six different areas 

and she performed all tasks assigned to her with great 

efficiency and willingness. Her main tasks were data 

processing, library stocktake, textile work, research and 

catering. Elysia, who aims to become an archaeologist, 

enjoyed her time with us and we were all very pleased 

to have her in our museum. She has also expressed a 

desire to become a volunteer here. Sandra Davis 
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The Cattle are lowing 
Another new member, Tiny, has been welcomed 

to the museum. 

Ken Hanson, rekindling his animal husbandry 

skills from his younger days, immediately took 

this lovely Holstein-Friesian under his wing, 

helping her become accustomed to her new 

surroundings. Ken reminisces his own ‘Tiny’, a 

gorgeous Illawarra Shorthorn, who nurtured 

him through those crazy adolescent years. 

Coincidently, Ken’s wife Margaret also had 

her own cow named ‘Tiny’ as a youngster. 

Ken describes Tiny as gentle and good 

natured. She has pliable udders, gives the 

right amount of milk and she doesn’t swish 

her tail during milking. During some playtime 

banter, Ken discovered that she also gives gentle, soft 

kisses, Tiny saved a special get well kiss for Gwen Morton 

who visited recently.   

Tiny is finding the floor a little chilly at night, but as the 

weather warms she hopes to shed the slippers. The 

museum ghost floated down from her beautifully 

decorated home to welcome Tiny, and introduce her to 

the horses. 

In the next few months, Tiny will become the focal point in the museum’s new paddock to 

plate style dairy display, which will highlight the various ‘olden days’ processes involved in 

the production of butter and other dairy products.   

 

Watch this space - Library progress 
Our hardworking volunteers have cleared out the old toilet 

block and the floor has been levelled. Plans submitted to 

council have also been approved. Currently, the librarians are 

planning the layout of the new space.  
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The Australian Ukulele Show  

What a great show! 

Our volunteers welcomed over 100 visitors to our 

museum, excitedly anticipating a great musical 

evening. The Greater Redland Ukulele Band 

(G.R.U.B.S.) opened the entertainment, taking 

advantage of the ambient atmosphere, with hints 

and tips on playing the ukulele encouraging the 

audience to pick up a `uke’. 

The highlight of the evening was The Australian Ukulele Group. The spiritual sounds of the 

didgeridoo resonated throughout the museum followed by a classic collection of music covers 

originally sung by Tommy Emmanuel, Yothu Yindi, Men at Work and Troy Casser-Daley to name 

few. Golden oldies from the iconic Slim Dusty also had the audience singing along. The 

audience was captivated by the musicianship and beautiful vocals of the accomplished group. 

Success of the evening was reflected in the many positive comments. Our wonderful volunteers 

once again provided a variety of refreshments as well as tours of the museum. 

Thank you to all those involved in such a wonderful evening.  

 

 

 

Mater Christmas Markets 
Wednesday 16th November 

saw the museum immersed in 

Christmas spirit as we hosted 

the Mater Christmas markets. 

Vendors managing a huge 

variety of stalls including 

specialty tea, floral creations, clothing, jewellery, food, all 

things ‘beauty’ and handy help in the kitchen all gathered to support a great cause. Our 

volunteers provided lots of lovely snacks and Mater supporters Gerry and Tony were 

stellar bartenders. 

Visitors also had the opportunity to explore the museum with many happy museum 

volunteers on hand to share their knowledge.  
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Plastic Planet   

A strong contingent of guests organised by Indigiscapes 

attended the opening of Karen Benjamin’s Plastic Planet.  This 

innovative, colourful, eyecatching display promotes the reusing of 

some of the tonnes of plastic discarded in our modern society, to 

create beautiful and useful products, redirecting them from 

landfill and waterways. Each year wildlife, especially sea creatures, 

suffer awful injuries from plastic debris and fishing line floating in 

our oceans.   

Reduce – the amount of plastic used by avoiding pre-

packed fruit and vegetables and remembering your 

‘green’ bag when shopping. 

Reuse – plastics as often as possible. 

Recycle – place recyclable products into the correct 

bins. Soft plastics can be recycled by depositing in special bins outside 

supermarkets. Start a worm farm or compost bin for fruit and 

vegetable scraps. Donate clothing and other goods to charity or post 

them on websites such as ‘Gumtree’. ‘One person’s trash is another 

person’s treasure’! 

 

Computer training 
From slates and fountain pens, the museum continues to upgrade facilities to ensure easier 

accessibility to recording and recalling information. More than 20 volunteers and staff 

attended a computer network workshop organised by Doug Alexander. 

Dylan Carmichael, from Stardot Computers outlined the new system where members can 

access information from any computer. Passwords are available from Admin and will be 

grouped into museum sub-committees or groups, for example ‘textiles’, ‘collections’, 

‘displays’ etc. 

Sharon also described the new compact system for folder storage, with documents stored 

according to year-month-day, to facilitate easier searches. 

Useful questions from members highlighted some issues requiring attention. Thank you to 

members for attendance and please forward further questions to Doug or Admin.  
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Governance Training 
Our Management Committee members now have improved skills and knowledge on 

governance and finances through training provided on 18 November.   Members 

from other not-for-profit organisations also attended including the North 

Stradbroke Island History Museum, Ormiston House Friends and Advisers, STAR 

Community Service, Old School House Gallery, Redlands Art Alliance, RedArts, 

RDCOTA and the Alexandra Hills Men’s Shed.  Thank you to Mayor Karen Williams 

and Councillors Bishop and Mitchell for a grant of funds for the cost of this 

training. 

 

Looking for that perfect Christmas gift? 

 Handmade knitted toys 

 Local honey 

 Books 

 Tote bags 

 Handmade cards 

 Bookmarks 

 DVDs 

 Key rings 

 Forged poppies 
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