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In the early days, what was it like …at school ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From your observations of the room, circle the corr ect answer in each set: 
 
1. Children sat in      individual desks / pairs  / rows 
 
2. Young children wrote on      blackboards / slates / pads         
 
3. Older children wrote with      biros / felt pens / pens and ink 
 
4. Severe punishment was given using      detention / isolation / the cane 
 
5. Some programs were broadcast on     television / radio / internet 
 
 
Circle YES or NO to answer the following questions : 
 
1. Most learning was by ‘rote’ (repetition) rather than by experimentation.  YES / NO 
 
2. Children had access to a wide range of reading material.  YES / NO 
 
3. Good manners were considered very important.  YES / NO 
 
4. In small schools, children from different grades would be in the same classroom.  YES / NO 
 
5. Children’s lunches were bought from the tuckshop.  YES / NO 
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In the early days, what was it like……on the farm ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Circle the correct answer (true or false). 
 

1. Farmers relied solely on rain to water their crops.  (true / false) 
 

2. Farmers used irrigation to water their crops.  (true / false) 
 

3. Irrigation provided farmers with water in wet and dry seasons.   (true / false) 
 

4. Farmers dug a well so that visitors could make a wish.    (true / false) 
 

5. The windmill was used to get water from underground.    (true  /  false) 
 
 
Circle the correct answer 
 
                                                                                (a) They asked their friends 
1. How did farmers find a good supply of water?    (b) They asked a water diviner 
                                                                                (c) They asked the local council 
 
 
                                                                      (a)  They used electricity 
2. How was water obtained from the well?   (b)  They used a generator 
                                                               (c)  They used a stationary engine to drive a jack pump 
 
 
                                                                          (a)  strawberries and cabbages 
3. Which crops were grown using irrigation?    (b)  pineapples and bananas 
                                                                          (c)  rice and barley 
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In the early days, what was it like……on the farm (cont.) ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Circle the correct answer.  
 
1. Ploughs were used to     pull tractors  /  dig the soil. 
 
2. Scythes were used to    cut long grass  /  tall trees. 
 
3. German wagons were used to carry   people  /  timber logs. 
 
4. The butcher used his cart to    take meat to the supermarket  / make home deliveries. 
 
5. Kanaka labourers were used in the    wheat fields  /  sugar cane fields. 
 
6. Kanakas were called from the fields by a    bell  /  siren. 
 
7. Captain Louis Hope built a   flour mill  /  sugar mill. 
 
 
Circle the correct answer (true or false). 
 
1. A Tip Dray was mainly used to carry goods.    (true   /  false) 
 
2. A Spring Cart was for general farming use.    (true  /  false) 
 
3. Springs were used on vehicles to make a smoother ride on rough roads.    (true  /  false) 
 
 
What do you think……… ?  (You do not need to write an answer.  Discuss the question with   
                                                              your teacher or Museum guide.) 
 
Which form of power is more environmentally friendly – a windmill or the stationary engine? 
 
Why? 
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In the early days, what was it like…on the road ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Write what kind of power – horse  or  motor  - was used for the following types of 
transport. 
 

 
Type 

 
Function 

 
Power 

 
Wagon 

 
Larger 4 wheeled vehicle for carrying goods and 
other heavy loads a long distance 

 

 
 
 
 

Dray 2 wheeled vehicles for carrying goods and other 
heavy loads a long distance 
 

 

Cart  Small vehicles for carrying light loads a short 
distance; a delivery vehicle 
 

 

Truck  4 wheeled vehicle for carrying loads of any size 
any distance; driver sits in an enclosed cabin 
 

 

 
Buggy 

 
4 wheeled family vehicle 

 
 
 

Sulky  2 wheeled family vehicle  
 

Car 4 wheeled fully enclosed family passenger vehicle  
 

 
Coach 

 
For carrying 12 fare paying passengers, luggage, 
mail 
 

 
 
 
 

Rail Motor  For carrying 10 fare paying passengers to and 
from Brisbane 

 
 
 

 

       



Middle Primary Activity Sheet 9 

Redland Museum Inc. Education Kit © 2007                                       31 

Wheels, wheels, Wheels, Wheels, Wheels 
 
Wheels come in many different sizes and styles.  Some 
wheels are made from timber and others from steel or 
other metals.  Wheels can have spokes, while others 
don’t.  Some wheels have tyres made from differing 
materials such as steel or rubber.  Rubber tyres can be 
solid or be pumped up with air. 

 
Find the following vehicles in the collection and 
complete the table. 
 
 German Wagon Cobb & Co Coach Ferguson 

Tractor 
1.  Are the wheels 
larger or smaller than 
today’s vehicles? 
 

   

 
2.  Are the tyres 
made from steel or 
rubber? 

 

   

 
3.  Is the tyre tread 
smooth or patterned? 
 

   

 
4.  Are all the wheels 
on the vehicle the 
same size? Yes or no 
 

   

 
5.  How many spokes 
does each wheel on 
the vehicle have? 
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The Music Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. What common theme links all the objects in this display?___________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. In the box below draw  and describe 2 different instruments. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. On the outside central wall is a display of a variety of discs.  What was the name given to 

these discs? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. When was the phonograph made and by whom?__________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5.   How does the pianola work?_________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Hospital Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How many items of hospital and medical equipment ca n you identify in the display?  
Make a list and then choose two unusual items to sk etch. 
 
1. _______________________________________ 

 
 

2. _______________________________________ 
 
 

3. _______________________________________ 
 
 

4. _______________________________________ 
 
 

5. _______________________________________ 
 
 

6. _______________________________________ 
 
 

7. _______________________________________ 
 
 

8. _______________________________________ 
 
 

9. _______________________________________ 
 
 

10. _______________________________________ 

Item 1 

Item 2 
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The Maritime Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. The diving suit, complete with boots and helmet, could protect the diver from the effects of 

cold water.  What was one more vital piece of equipment needed to keep the diver alive 
whilst he was under water? 

                                                    _________________________________________________ 
 
2. How did this piece of equipment work? (Look at the large photograph of the diver to give 

you a clue.) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What type of work would a diver be needed for?__________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. The glass cabinet in the display room contains a telescope and binoculars.  Explain the 

difference between the two items. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. Identify three other items in the same glass display case and write a brief description of 

each. 
 
________________               ____________________________________________________ 
 
________________               ____________________________________________________ 
 
________________               ____________________________________________________ 
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The Military Room  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. In the two small display cabinets there are many different items.  Which item do you find 

most interesting?  
                                   _________________________________________________________ 
 
      Why?___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
2. Look at the six models in the main display in this room.  From left to right  identify which 

military service is represented by the uniform on each model.  Read through the labels in 
the display and try to give an approximate service date for the uniform represented. 

 
 Model Which Service? Year/s represented 
  
 1 _____________ _______________ 
 
 2 _____________ _______________ 
 
 3 _____________ _______________ 
 
 4 _____________ _______________ 
 
 5 _____________ _______________ 
 
 6 _____________ _______________ 
 
 
3. Why do you think the Redland Museum has military items and memorabilia on display? 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
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Local Businesses 
Note the hoardings above the exhibitions.  Each hoarding represents a business in the 
Redlands, some of which are still in existence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Add the roof shape (often called a hoarding) to the sketch above.  Copy in the details of 
the person named on the façade.  This hoarding is above the Military Room. 
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2. Draw in the details for the right hand side of the roof façade.  Add in the year, name, 

area, occupation and telephone details.  See if you can find out what a Commission 
Agent did.  These hoardings are above the Music Room. 
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Local People 
 
 

 

Above each display room is a building façade with the details of businesses or a business 

person from the District.  Through investigation of these you will have an understanding of the 

varieties of businesses that operated in the area. 

Complete the missing details below. 
 
1. The poultry distributor from Mt. Cotton in 1933 was________________________________ 
 
2.   In 1930 John Despot of Raby Bay had a store.  What type of business was it?  Did he have 

the telephone connected?______________________________________________________ 

3.   In 1920 there was a boat builder at Victoria Point.  Who was he and what advertising line is 

included on the façade?________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4.   Mr.H.C.Cowie ran a similar business to John Despot.   

      What was Mr. Cowie’s occupation?___________________________________________ 

5.    What was the name of the bank in Cleveland Central that was managed by E.A.McIntyre? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
6. Who was a coach builder in Redland Bay in 1900?________________________________ 
 
      What was his telephone number?_____________________________________________ 
 
7. What type of business did Mr Sneyd operate?____________________________________ 
 
8. Give the details for the butcher._______________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. Name the newspaper that operated from Cleveland Central._________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Local people 
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Lo 

 
 
 
 

10. In 1891 in which street would you find the bakery?______________________________ 

11. W.E.Yeo is listed as being a Universal Provider.  What type of business do you think that 

may have been? _______________________________________________________ 

12. The Grandview Hotel was owned by Francis Bigge in 1849.   

   Where was the Hotel situated?_____________________________________________ 

13. How many different businesses are advertised?________________________________ 

14. The earliest date on a façade is ___________ and the latest date listed is___________. 

15. Are there any women listed?________________________________________________ 
 

Does this surprise you?  Explain your answer.____________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

16. What type of paid work would women have done outside the home?_________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
17. Do you think that there would have been after school employment for young people?____ 
 

Why/Why not?_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 

18. What type of business might have employed a young person for part time work?_______ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Local people  (cont.) 
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Transport Vehicles 
 
Within the transport section of the Museum locate these vehicles and complete the table .  
The first one is done for you. 

 
 
Name of 
Vehicle 

 
Type 
(rail / motor / 
horse drawn) 

 
Function 

 
How 
powered 

 
Where 
used 

 
Owner’s 
or 
Company 
name 

 
Date used 
or when 
made 

 
 
Pioneer 
Buggy 

 
 
Cart 

 
 
Used as a 
family 
vehicle 

 
 
Horse 

 
 
Ipswich 

 
 
Goleby 

 
 
1900 

 
 
Spring 
Cart 
 

      

 
 
Railmotor 
74 
 

      

 
Model T 
Ford 
 
 

      

 
 
Morris 
Minor 
 

      

 
Baker’s 
Cart 
 
 

      

 
Furphy 
Water Cart 
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Museum Object Interpretation 
 
The Museum houses many displays of objects which have been donated by local residents.  
Museum staff need to complete what is called an accessioning process on each item that they 
intend to accept.  Details, such as who donated the item, when the item was donated, the type 
of collection it fits in with (e.g. glassware, dolls, books) and the current condition of the item, 
need to be recorded about each item that comes into the Museum’s collection.  Each item 
must also be given a number in order to complete the accessioning process.  Numbers are 
usually shown on the display cards. 
 
Many of these objects are arranged in the glass display cases that are housed in the Museum. 
 
Choose a display case and complete the following ac tivity . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the displays that you have seen at the Museum what would you consider to be an 
unusual collection of objects? 
                            __________________________________________________ 
 
If you were asked to begin a collection of objects relating to the local area what theme would 
you choose? 
                      _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Why?_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Name of 
object:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date of 
donation:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of donor:______________________________________________________________ 
 
Type of 
collection:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Condition of object:___________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Brief description:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Museum Conservation 
 
Museums have a role to play in preserving artifacts from our past for present and future 
generations.  In order to preserve objects, certain environmental factors must be considered 
and then controlled.  The easiest way to preserve objects would be to keep them in an air-
conditioned, humidity controlled, dust free environment well away from human hands.  
However, if this were the case, the general public would never get the opportunity to observe 
these artifacts from the past. 

 
As you walk around the Museum observe display techniques used by the staff. 
Use your observations to comment on the following f actors: 
 

Temperature  (How is it controlled?  Why would the temperature need to be at a 
predetermined level?) 
 

 
 

 

 

Humidity 
 
(What is humidity?  What would happen to artifacts if the humidity 
was too high?) 
 

  
 
 

 

 
Light 

 
(How could natural sunlight cause damage to artifacts?  Would 
artificial light cause any damage?) 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

Dust 
 
(What might happen to the artifacts if they continually collected 
dust?  How could dusting the artifacts cause damage?) 
 

  
 
 

 

 
Pests 

 
(What pests might be found in a Museum?  How could they be 
controlled?) 
 

  
 
 

 

 
Humans  

 
(How could humans damage artifacts?) 
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